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Year of Efficient Ship  

 

MariFuture, as announced previously, will continue the óYear of Efficient Shipô throughout 

2019 due to the importance of the subject in order to make our members and partners aware 

of the impact of toxic pollutants from shipping; and the means available to reduce the level 

and amount of the emissions from ships to minimum. To this end, we will be continuing our 

publication of a development paper on the subject of ship energy management every month 

this year. The presentation by Professor Ziarati (C4FF Chair and, MariFuture Founder and 

General Coordinator) and Captain Bhuiyan (Solent University) presentation at IMOôs HTW6  

on 29th April 2019 gave the MariFuture and the project teams an opportunity to bring to the 

attention of the world the importance of this subject. 

 

 Recent Developments  

New projects are being developed and there will be an announcement on the formation of a 

Cyber Security team in the near future.  

 

The Mentor project partner meeting took place in Kenilworth on 10-11th April 2019. The first 

workshop of the project was held on 10th April 2019 at Warwick University. C4FF 

coordinated the meetings during the two-day event and took the lead in the workshop 

activities. More information about the project and the meeting are provided in the Mentor 

project section below.  

 

The final ACTS Plus report to UK NA is being prepared. C4FF has taken a lead in preparing 

the final draft. The final partner meeting of ACTS Plus project took place at Solent University 

on 7-8th March 2019. The projectôs funding period was concluded on 31st March 2019. The 

project despite several challenges has achieved all its intended intellectual outputs with flying 

colours. Thanks to all the partners for an outstanding work. The project will commence its 

post-funding period in April 2019.  

 

The new simulator facilities the Solent University was reported to be one of the best in the  

world and the ACTS Plus Advanced eCOLREGS (www.advanced.ecolregs.com) will be 

implemented at the university when the new simulator system centre is operational. The new 

simulator centre will be opening in April and Professor Ziarati (C4FF/MariFuture) has been 

invited to attend the opening ceremony. Two new papers have been prepared for submission 

to the International Maritime Lecturers Association Conference in Georgia in October 2019. 

One concerns maritime English reporting on the work carried out in MariLANG project and 

the second is on the outcomes of the ACTS Plus project.  As reported earlier Capt. Zakirul  

(Solent University) and Professor Ziarati (C4FF, General Coordinator of MariFuture) jointly 

presented the MariEMS Project and Courses for óship energy management trainees and 

trainersô to the participant at the IMO HTW6 meeting. The presentation was organised and 

authorised by the UK Maritime Coastguard Agency (MCA). Both Capt. Zakirul and Professor 

Reza attended the HTW6 as a member of UK delegation. The project partners would wish to 

thank MCA and IMO for this opportunity. The following are several photos from the event. 

Other MariFuture projects and new proposals were discussed during the visit to IMO with 

interested parties. 
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Recent Developments 

 

The Mentor project partner meeting took place in Kenilworth on 10-11th April 2019. The first 

workshop of the project was held on 10th April 2019 at Warwick University.  C4FF 

coordinated the meetings during the two-day event and took the lead in the workshop 

activities. More information about the project and the meeting are provided in the Mentor 

project section below. 

 

The final conference and partner meeting of ACTS Plus project took place at Solent 

University on 7-8th March 2019. The projectôs funding period was concluded on 31st March 

2019.  The project despite several challenges has achieved all its intended intellectual outputs 

with flying colours. Thanks to all the partners for an outstanding work. The project will 

commence its post-funding period April 2019. MariFuture would wish to thank Solent 

University for their hospitality and support during the conference and in arranging the partner 

meeting. The new simulator facilities the University is amongst the best in the world and the 

ACTS Plus Advanced eCOLREGS (www.advanced.ecolregs.com) will be implemented at the 

university when the new simulator system is operational. The new simulator centre will be 

opening in April and Professor Ziarati (C4FF/MariFuture) has been invited to attend the 

opening ceremony. 

 

Two new papers have been prepared for submission to the International Maritime Lecturers 

Association Conference in Georgia in October 2019.  One concerns maritime English 

reporting on the work carried out in MariLANG project and the second is on the outcomes of 

the ACTS Plus project.    

http://www.advanced.ecolregs.com/
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Photo 1: ACTS+ partners prepare for the final conference. 

 

 
Photo 2 ï From left to Right Professor Ziarati (C4FF), Captain Jae Jones (Marine Accident Investigation 

Branch, UK), Captain Kunal (Solent University) and a Guest at the Final Conference 
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Photo 3: Tomaz Gregoric from Slovenia presenting the ACTs+ eLearning platform to the participants at the final 

conference. 

 

 

 
Photo 4: Partners meeting Capt. Mohammad Shafiq, Head of the New Ship Simulation Centre, Solent 

University. 
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Photo 5: Partner visits the centreôs Crown Jewel 360 degrees full mission ship simulator. 

 

New Projects 

 

Several project proposals were submitted to the EUôs Erasmus+ programme for funding. 

There five proposal supported by C4FF/MariFuture, these are as follows: 

 

GreenShip ï This is a project to reduce the level of harmless ship pollutions and manage 

ship energy more efficiently. The partners are: Centre for Factories of the Future Limited, 

Satakunnan Ammattikorkeakoulu Oy, Spinaker Proizvodnja Trgovina In Trzenje Doo, Aintek 

Symvouloi Epicheiriseon Efarmoges Ypsilis Technologias Ekpaidefsi Anonymi Etaireia, 

CETENA S.p.A. Centro per gli Studi di Tecnica Navale. 

 

IBRM  ï In to improve the current arrangements for Bridge Resource Management. The 

Partners in the project are: Centre for Factories of the Future Limited, Universitat Politecnica 

De Catalunya, Spinaker Proizvodnja Trgovina In Trzenje Doo, Aintek Symvouloi 

Epicheiriseon Efarmoges Ypsilis Technologias Ekpaidefsi Anonymi Etaireia, Sea Teach S.L., 

Nikola Yonkov Vaptsarov Naval Academy, Satakunnan Ammattikorkeakoulu Oy. 

 

MariLANG Plus  ï This is the follow on from the successful and highly graded (93%) recent 

project to improve communications at sea and keep the accidents to a minimum by reducing 
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linguistic and communication errors. The following organisations/countries are partners in the 

project: Centre for Factories of the Future Limited, Pete Sharma Associates Ltd, Nikola 

Yonkov Vaptsarov Naval Academy, Mathesis For Future Citizens PC, Spinaker Proizvodnja 

Trgovina In Trzenje Doo, Aintek Symvouloi Epicheiriseon Efarmoges Ypsilis Technologias 

Ekpaidefsi Anonymi Etaireia. 

 

PoliUniBus ï This is a new project assisting the policy makers to bring practices that can 

bring academia and business closer together.  The partners are:  Centre for Factories of the 

Future Limited, Lappeenrannan-Lahden Teknillinen Yliopisto LUT, Oy Merinova Ab, 

Actuate Inovasyon Ve Bilisim Teknolojileri Ticaret A.S., Universidade Do Porto. 

 

Prometheus ï A project to help seafarers enjoy mental health. The partners in the project are: 

Centre for Factories of the Future Limited, SAMK, SPINAKER.SI, IDEC, Maritime 

University of Szczecin, University of Cadiz. 

 

Several other project proposal are being considered for future developments.   

 

Supporting STEM at Schools 

 

Visit was made to Kingsley Primary and Secondary Schools in Leamington, Warwickshire. 

The purpose of the visit was to consider establishing a pilot Imagineering Club and as this 

can integrate with the schools own STEM/STEAM efforts. Professor Bob Shanks 

(Imagineering Coordinator) and Professor Reza Ziarati (C4FF Chairman) visited the schools 

and had discussions with key members of staff involving STEM/STEAM. 

 
 

Photo 6 - Visit to Kingsley School, from right to left Mrs Bennett, Professor Ziarati, Ms 

Prosser, & Professor Shanks. 

 

Collaboration with Warwickshire College Group  

 

Following the BAU representatives attendance at the Games Conference organised by our 

partner, Warwickshire College Group on 31 January 2019 arrangements are in place to 
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continue with the planned development of several initiatives.  C4FF has already started to 

support WCG in teaching of computing modules and further support is being discussed. 

 

BAU UK  

 

C4FF is involved with the BAU TR strategic planning for BAU UK. The intention is to help 

BAU UK to become an independent university in the UK with its own degree powers. The 

strategic planning is expected to be concluded at the end of this month. There will be more on 

this exciting news in the future editions of MariFuture News.  

 

 

 
Photo 7: WCG Games Conference 

 

Professor Ziarati, the General Coordinator of MariFuture, has agreed to give a Lecture on 
10th April 2019 to be held at Warwick University on the topic of ship emission and regulatory 
environmental developments.  The lecture will be given as part of the IMarEST Midlands 
Branch inviting also all members from other Engineering institutions. More on the lecture in 
March 2019 News. 

#Mentor4WBL@EU project 

The #Mentor4WBL@EU Project was designed after the European Council prompted the EU 

Member States to increase "substantially the number of apprenticeships and traineeships to 
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ensure that they represent real opportunities for young people, in cooperation with social 

partners and where possible integrated into education programmes". In addition, according 

to the newly adopted "European Framework for Quality and Effective Apprenticeships" 

(October 2017), European Commission identifies 14 key criteria that Member States and 

stakeholders should use to develop quality and effective apprenticeships. Among the 

specific criteria, is made a concrete reference on the necessity to exist a specific procedure 

for teachers, trainers and in company mentors to "update their skills and competences in 

order to train apprentices according to the latest teaching and training methods and labour 

market needs". In-company WBL mentors are in the core of quality WBL. However, in most 

European countries, they lack standardized support and guidance which will set the 

expectations and boundaries clarifying and ensuring their successful contribution in the 

learning process. Based on the above and the identification of the WBL needs and gaps by 

NetWBL, there is a significant need for the development of standards and qualifications that 

would identify certain knowledge, skills and competences. They should also provide 

adequate assessment that will lead to valid certification and ensure quality in-company WBL 

mentorship in enterprises providing apprenticeships and internships. More information 

about the project will be available on the project website when it is published. 

The project meeting of Mentor took place in Kenilworth, 10-11th April 2019. The first 

workshop of the project was held on 10th April 2019 at Warwick University.  C4FF 

coordinated the meetings during the two-day event and take a lead in the workshop. 
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#Mentor4WBL@EU project Meeting, Kenilworth 10th and 11th April  2019 

 

#Mentor4WBL@EU Project workshop at Warwick University 


