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Online coursesareavailable for arange of vitalcommunications devices

ertificate

Anewonlineinitiative hasbeenlaunchedto help people inthe
maritime industry gain GMDSS qualifications whilst at sea

A new phase of an online
learning course has been
launched to support the

regular refreshing of skills to
reduce human and material loss
atsea.
TheEuropeanGlobalMaritime
Distress and Safety System
(EGMDSS)‘e-learning’projectfirst
started in 2006 in response to

concerns that knowledge and
skills are not being sufficiently
refreshed and maintained at sea
— particularlyinthecase ofemer-
gency communications.

The initiative was developed
by 11 major European maritime
education and training organisa-
tions based in nine countries. It
had the backing of the EU,
through the Leonardo da Vinci
Programmetosupportvocational
training and education.

Theinitialphaseofthescheme
resulted in an award-winning
website (WWw.egmdss.com) which
aims to serve as a single resource
for all sorts of people in the
marine sector.

Thebackgroundtothescheme
laywiththesatcoms-based Global
Maritime Distress and Safety Sys-
tem (GMDSS), which came into
full effect worldwide in February
1999.

There was a recognition that
GMDSS sought to standardise
communications equipment and
procedures across all sectors at
sea — meaning that people work-
inginthemarineworld,including

seafarers, fishing vessel crews,
yacht crews, sailing boat skippers
and port and harbour workers,
need tobequalified tooperatethe
specified equipment.

All mariners must obtain

the appropriate type of

GMDSS
theteamsbehind the projectwere
concerned that access to the
required knowledge is limited
because traditional vocational
education and training (VET) is
expensive and distance learning
was not feasible.

The project therefore sought
to offer online GMDSS short-
range courses to mariners to ena-
ble them to operate VHF radio,
NAVTEX receivers, SART and
EPIRBs, and to offer a dedicated
e-learning system to GMDSS VET
providers to be able to maintain
such courses. It includes real-life

certificate, but

animations and simulations of
GMDSS communication devices
and operations to convey to the
learner how to use such equip-
ment.

Dr Martin Ziarati, director of

N

4 Many seafarers we note are under the illusion that to qualify for the 100%

foreign earnings deduction, all they have to do is spend 183 days out of
the country on foreign going voyages.
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Many have found to their cost, when |nveshﬁated by the Revenue that it is s-ﬁ- } -ﬁng

not that straightforward and of course it is

en too late to rectify.

Make sure you are not one of them by letting Seatax Ltd plan your future

claim step by step.

Can you afford noft to join Seatax?

Seatax offers advice on all aspects of Personal Taxation with special emphasis on:

* All aspects of self assessment

* 100% Claims

* Non Resident Claims
* Completion of Income Tax returns
* A full Tax service for Mariners’ spouses, starting from £25

* Now including online filing for speedier settlement

| Return

OUR FEES ARE AS FOLLOWS:

£175.00 including VAT at 17.5%

No commission charged on refunds gained.

NAUTILUS members in the UK sailing under a foreign flag agreement on gross remuneration can obtain a 10% reduction
on the above enrolment fee by quoting their NAUTILUS membership number and a 5% reduction on re-enrolment.
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Elgin House, 83 Thorne Road, Doncaster DN1 2ES.
Tel: (01302) 364673 - Fax No: (01302) 738526 - E-mai

www.seatax.ltd.uk

info@seatax.ltd.uk
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. MF/HF radio simulator
+ INMARSAT-C simulator

GMDSS VET providers

Ivocational Education and Training

GMDSS equipment simulators available:

J

the Centre for Factories of the
Future (C4FF) which is one of the
partners in the initiative,
describes the EGMDSS initiative
as a necessity and says the
website can give sailorsofallabili-
tiestheunderstandingofonboard
equipment in a basic learning
system.

‘As many amateur yachtsmen
have realised, it’s only when an
emergency
wished that you had attended a
courselearningsomebasicknowl-
edge of the different types of
equipmentonboard, hesaid.

‘By going through this self-
learning and  self-assessing
course, the basic understanding

occurs that you

of such equipment can be learnt.
It’s quick and easy to get started
by clicking on the various icons
onthewebsiteand beginlearning
and testing one’sknowledge.

The website gained more than
24,000 registered users within a
shorttime of beinglaunched, and
is available in English, French,
Italian, Spanish, Dutch, Greek,
Turkish, Polish, Finnish,and Slov-
enian, with the aim of encourag-
ing and promoting lifelong
learning.

This initial success ulti-
mately led to the next
stageoftheproject,which

is called ' EGMDSS VET and is also
funded by the same EU training
programme. It is focused on two
target groups: mariners and
GMDSSVET providers.

A coreelementisalong-range
certificate (LRC) course, which
aims to be of particular benefit to

Above:webpageasit
appearsonscreen.

Left:DrMartin Ziarati,

directorof the Centre for
Factories of the Future
(C4FF),partnersinthe
initiative.

radiooperatorsonleisureorcom-
mercialvesselsnotcoveredbythe
SOLAS Convention but which are
fitted with long-range communi-
cations (MF/HF radio) or satellite
equipment.

Contentfrom the LRC course s
splitinto different chapters, each
covering a particular subject. For
example, the first chapter covers
the basics of GMDSS, while others
cover theory and practice for the
differentequipmentinvolved.

The project developers

say the scheme puts a

learnerintoanactive role
— instead of answering ques-
tions, people canactively practice
and verify their knowledge on a
simulator. And at the end of each
chapter, there is a short quiz to
enable users to refresh their
knowledgeinastructured way.

The website also allows aca-
demic institutes or training cen-
tres to
number of courses that includes
text material, images, graphs,
quizzesand much more — as well
as being able to use a wide-range
of simulators, including a VHF
ME/HF radio
simulator and a NAVTEX simula-
torallforfree.

Besides aiming at those with
relatively little basic knowledge,
theprojectaimstoencouragelife-
long learning in GMDSS and to
maintain and update the level of
professionalknowledge and skills
of seafarers, in turn helping to
improve safety at sea through
better vocational training and
qualifications.

create an unlimited

radio simulator,



